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SHIPWRECKED: A STORY OF THE JOHN MINTURN 

Since the first recordings in 1524, the New Jersey coast has had over 4000 shipwrecks, 

earning the name “The Graveyard of the Atlantic.” 

On February 14, 1846, the schooner Alabama, carrying a crew of 7 and a cargo of hides, 

spices, and iron, was stranded in a gale south of the Manasquan Inlet. All rescue attempts 

failed, and the crew and cargo were lost. 

Later that day, the same rescue crew was summoned to an imperiled ship, the John Minturn, 

off the beach just south of Mantoloking. This three-masted packet ship sailed as a passenger 

ship from New Orleans to its home post in New York City. Aboard were 51 passengers, 

including Captain Stark, his wife, two children, the crew, and 20 seamen taken onboard 

from the Cherokee, that burned and sank near New Orleans. The cargo, valued at $75,000, 

consisted of cotton, foodstuffs, and hides.  

The John Minturn made it safely to Sandy Hook. The weather was rapidly changing, with 

expectations of a north-easter. Capt. 

Stark handed control of the ship to 

Harbor Pilot Thomas Freeborn. Gale 

force winds tore at the sails, and the 

boat was blown south, hitting a 

sandbar south of Mantoloking. The 

ship began to break apart after it hit a 

second sandbar about 200 feet off the 

shore. Help was quick to respond, 

arriving at about 3:00 am. 

The rescue crew exerted every effort to 

bring the passengers to shore. Howling 

winds, freezing temperatures, snow, and debris from the wrecked ship in the surf hindered 

their attempts. 38 people perished in this tragedy, and many of the bodies of those lay 

frozen on the beach. 

This disastrous event emphasized the necessity for improved rescue methods for those 

imperiled by maritime accidents. Within a year, U.S. Congressman Dr. William A. Newell 

introduced the first legislation for funding for Life-Saving Services. 

Has this piece of history sparked your interest? The Bay Head Historical Society Museum 

and the Point Pleasant Historical Society are excellent resources for further information. I 

recommend "New Jersey Shipwrecks: 350 Years in the Graveyard of the Atlantic" by 

Margeret Thomas Buchholz and "Undiminished Violence: The John Minturn Storm of 

1846" by Thomas G. Clark.   
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